《Geneva Study Bible – Haggai》(Author Unknown)
Commentator

The Geneva Bible is the Bible with marginal notes authored by John Calvin, John Knox, Miles Coverdale, and many other leaders of the Reformation. The Geneva Bible was the predominant English translation during the period in which the English and Scottish Reformations gained great impetus. Iain Murray, in his classic work on revival and the interpretation of prophecy, The Puritan Hope, notes, "... the two groups in England and Scotland developed along parallel lines, like two streams originating at one fountain. The fountain was not so much Geneva, as the Bible which the exiles newly translated and issued with many marginal notes... it was read in every Presbyterian and Puritan home in both realms".

The Cambridge Geneva Bible of 1591 was the edition carried by the Pilgrims when they fled to America. As such, it directly provided much of the genius and inspiration which carried those courageous and faithful souls through their trials, and provided the spiritual, intellectual and legal basis for establishment and flourishing of the colonies. Thus, it became the foundation for establishment of the American Nation. This heritage makes it a Celestial Article indeed! And a treasured possession for any free man!

The 1560 Geneva Bible was the first to have Bible chapters divided into numbered verses. The translation is the work of religious leaders exiled from England after the death of King Edward VI in 1553. Almost every chapter has marginal notes to create greater understanding of scripture. The marginal notes often reflected Calvinistic and Protestant reformation influences, not yet accepted by the Church of England. King James I in the late 16th century pronounced the Geneva Bible marginal notes as being: "partial, untrue, seditious, and savouring of dangerous and traitorous conceits." In every copy of each edition the word "breeches" rather than "aprons" was used in Genesis 3:7, which accounts for why the Geneva Bible is sometime called the "Breeches" Bible. The Church of England never authorized or sanctioned the Geneva Bible. However, it was frequently used, without authority, both to read the scripture lessons, and to preach from. It was pre-eminent as a household Bible, and continued so until the middle of the 17th century. The convenient size, cheap price, chapters divided into numbered verses and extensive marginal notes were the cause of it's popularity

The Geneva Bible is a critical, yet almost completely forgotten part of the Protestant Reformation. Driven out of England by the persecutions of Bloody Mary, several future leaders of the Reformation came to Geneva to create a pure and accurate translation of the Holy Writ. Concerned about the influence that the Catholic Church had on the existing translations of the Bible from the Latin, these men turned to the original Hebrew and Greek texts to produce the Geneva Bible. This made the Geneva Bible the first complete Bible to be translated into English from the original Hebrew and Greek texts.

The creation of the Geneva Bible was a substantial undertaking. Its authors spent over two years, working diligently day and night by candlelight, to finish the translation and the commentaries. The entire project was funded by the exiled English congregation in Geneva, making the translation a work supported by the people and not by an authoritarian church or monarch.

All the marginal commentaries were finished by 1599, making the 1599 edition of the Geneva Bible the most complete study aide for Biblical scholars and students. This edition does not contain the Apocrypha. The Apocrypha's notes are minimal or absent in other editions. Additional highlights of this edition include maps of the Exodus route and Joshua's distribution of land, a name and subject index, and Psalms sung by the English congregation in Geneva.

The greatest distinction of the Geneva Bible, however, is the extensive collection of marginal notes that it contains. Prominent Reformation leaders such as John Calvin, John Knox, Miles Coverdale, William Whittingham, Theodore Beza, and Anthony Gilby wrote the majority of these notes in order to explain and interpret the scriptures. The notes comprise nearly 300,000 words, or nearly one-third the length of the Bible itself, and they are justifiably considered the most complete source of Protestant religious thought available.

Owing to the marginal notes and the superior quality of the translation, the Geneva Bible became the most widely read and influential English Bible of the 16th and 17th centuries. It was continually printed from 1560 to 1644 in over 200 different editions. It was the Bible of choice for many of the greatest writers, thinkers, and historical figures of the Reformation era. William Shakespeare's plays and the writings of John Milton and John Bunyan were clearly influenced by the Geneva Bible. Oliver Cromwell issued a pamphlet containing excerpts from the Geneva Bible to his troops during the English Civil War. When the Pilgrims set sail on the Mayflower they took with them exclusively the Geneva Bible.

The marginal notes of the Geneva Bible enraged the Catholic Church, since the notes deemed the act of confession to men 'the Catholic Bishops' as unjustified by Holy Script. Man should confess to God only; man's private life was man's private life. The notes also infuriated King James, since they allowed disobedience to tyrannical kings. King James went so far as to make ownership of the Geneva Bible a felony. He then proceeded to make his own version of the Bible, but without the marginal notes that had so disturbed him. Consequently, during King James's reign, and into the reign of Charles I, the Geneva Bible was gradually replaced by the King James Bible.

01 Chapter 1 
1:1 In the second year of a Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first day of the month, came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet unto b Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, saying, 

The Argument - When the time of the seventy years captivity prophesied by Jeremiah was expired, God raised up Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, to comfort the Jews, and to exhort them to the building of the temple, which was a figure of the spiritual Temple and Church of God, whose perfection and excellency depended on Christ. And because all were given to their own pleasures and benefits, he declares that that plague of famine, which God then sent among them, was a just reward for their ingratitude, in that they condemned Gods honour, who had delivered them. Yet he comforts them, if they will return to the Lord, with the promise of great felicity, since the Lord will finish the work that he has begun, and send Christ whom he had promised, and by whom they would attain to perfect joy and glory. 
(a) Who was the son of Histaspis and the third king of the Persians, as some think. 
(b) Because the building of the temple began to cease, by reason that the people were discouraged by their enemies: and if these two notable men had need to be stirred up and admonished of their duties, what will we think of other governors, whose doings are either against God, or very cold in his cause? 

1:2 Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, This people say, The time is not come, the time c that the LORDS house should be built. 

(c) Not that they condemned the building of it, but they preferred policy and personal profit to religion, being content with small beginnings. 

1:4 [Is it] time for you, O ye, to dwell in your d cieled houses, and this house [lie] waste? 

(d) Showing that they sought not only their necessities, but their very pleasures before Gods honour. 

1:6 e Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages [to put it] into a bag with holes. 

(e) Consider the plagues of God upon you for preferring your policies to his religion, and because you do not seek him above all else. 

1:8 Go f up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house; and g I will take pleasure in it, and I will h be glorified, saith the LORD. 

(f) Meaning, that they should leave their own benefits, and go forward in the building of Gods temple, and in the setting forth of his religion. 
(g) That is, I will hear your prayers according to my promise; ( 1 Kings 8:22 1 Kings 8:29 ). 
(h) That is, my glory will be set forth by you. 

1:9 Ye looked for much, and, lo, [it came] to little; and when ye brought [it] home, I did blow i upon it. Why? saith the LORD of hosts. Because of mine house that [is] waste, and ye run every man unto his own house. 

(i) And so bring it to nothing. 

1:12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the k voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him, and the people did fear before the LORD. 


(k) This declares that God was the author of the doctrine, and that Haggai was but the minister, as in ( Exodus 14:31 ), ( Judges 7:20 ; Acts 15:28 ). 

1:14 And the LORD stirred up l the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and did work in the house of the LORD of hosts, their God, 


(l) Which declares that men are unable and dull to serve the Lord, neither can they obey his word or his messengers, before God reforms their hearts, and gives them new spirits; ( John 6:44 ). 

02 Chapter 2 
2:3 Who [is] left among you that saw this a house in her first glory? and how do ye see it now? [is it] not in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing? 


(a) For the people according as had been prophesied in ( Isaiah 2:2 ) and ( Ezekiel 41:1-26 ), thought this temple should have been more excellent than Solomons temple, which was destroyed by the Babylonians, but the Prophets meant the spiritual Temple, the Church of Christ. 

2:4 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the LORD; and be strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech, the high priest; and be strong, all ye people of the land, saith the LORD, and b work: for I [am] with you, saith the LORD of hosts: 

(b) That is, go forward in building the temple. 

2:6 For thus saith the LORD of hosts; c Yet once, it [is] a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry [land]; 

(c) He exhorts them to patience though they do not see as yet this temple so glorious as the Prophets had declared: for this should be accomplished in Christ, by whom all things should be renewed. 

2:7 And I will shake all nations, and d the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the LORD of hosts. 

(d) Meaning Christ, whom all ought to look for and desire: or by desire he may signify all precious things, such as riches, and things like them. 

2:8 The e silver [is] mine, and the gold [is] mine, saith the LORD of hosts. 

(e) Therefore when his time comes he can make all the treasures of the world to serve his purpose: but the glory of this second Temple does not consist of material things, neither can it be built. 

2:9 The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the LORD of hosts: and in this place will I give f peace, saith the LORD of hosts. 


(f) Meaning all spiritual blessings and felicity purchased by Christ; ( Philippians 4:7 ). 

2:12 If one bear g holy flesh in the skirt of his garment, and with his skirt do touch bread, or pottage, or wine, or oil, or any meat, shall it be holy? And the priests answered and said, No. 

(g) That is, the flesh of the sacrifices, by which he means that a thing which of itself is good, cannot make another thing so: and therefore they ought not to justify themselves by their sacrifices and ceremonies: but contrary to this, he that is unclean and not pure of heart, does corrupt those things and make them detestable to God, which otherwise are good and godly. 

2:15 And now, I pray you, consider from this h day and upward, from before a stone was laid upon a stone in the temple of the LORD: 

(h) Consider how God plagued you with famine before you began to build the temple. 

2:16 i Since those [days] were, when [one] came to an heap of twenty [measures], there were [but] ten: when [one] came to the pressfat for to draw out fifty [vessels] out of the press, there were [but] twenty. 

(i) That is, before the building was begun. 

2:18 Consider now from k this day and upward, from the four and twentieth day of the ninth [month, even] from the day that the foundation of the LORDS temple was laid, consider [it]. 

(k) From the time they began to build the temple, he promises that God would bless them: and even though the fruit has not yet come forth, yet in the gathering they would have plenty. 

2:19 Is the l seed yet in the barn? yea, as yet the vine, and the fig tree, and the pomegranate, and the olive tree, hath not brought forth: from this day will I bless [you]. 

(l) He exhorts them to have patience, and to remain until the harvest came, and then they would see Gods blessings. 

2:21 Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I m will shake the heavens and the earth; 

(m) I will make a change, and renew all things in Christ, of whom Zerubbabel is here a figure. 

2:22 And I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I will destroy the strength of the n kingdoms of the heathen; and I will overthrow the chariots, and those that ride in them; and the horses and their riders shall come down, every one by the sword of his brother. 

(n) By this he shows that there will be no stop or hindrance, when God will make this wonderful restitution of his Church. 

2:23 In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, will I take thee, O Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the LORD, and will make thee as a o signet: for I have chosen thee, saith the LORD of hosts. 

(o) Signifying that his dignity would be most excellent, which thing was accomplished in Christ. 

